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Civil Partnership legislation will be published shortly 
 
The Government has completed the drafting of the legislation on Civil Partnerships. The 
draft is currently being reviewed by interested parties and this will shortly be published as 
a Command Paper. 
 
This is the start of the legislative process before the proposal becomes a Bill and then a 
law. It means that there will be a public consultation period of two weeks as a Command 
Paper followed by six weeks as a Bill. The Government will then be free to take the Bill to 
Parliament for a first reading after that process has been completed. 
 
It will be recalled that the Government has a manifesto commitment to legislate for the 
recognition of civil partnerships between two people regardless of gender or sexual 
orientation, reflected by a binding contract through the signing of an official register. The 
manifesto says that this action would entitle them to benefits related to tax, pension and 
property rights. 
 
This reflects the policy of the Government that same sex or common law couples should 
not be discriminated against because of the nature of the family unit that they have 
formed. 
 
Commenting on the matter, the Minister for Equality Samantha Sacramento said: 
 
“This is a landmark piece of legislation which will uphold the principle of equal treatment of 
citizens by the state under the law. There are already cases where the Gibraltar courts 
have ruled that applicants for housing must have equal treatment regardless of their 
sexual orientation. The Government is pleased to have progressed this matter through the 
drafting stage and will soon be ready to move to publication stage.” 
 
 


